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out of the temple that they might beat and kill him. Claudius Lysias,
a Roman tribune, had the command of the garrison that was kept in the
castle Antonia, to prevent riots and seditions, to which the Jews were very
prone, especially at the time of the three great festivals. This officer was
immediately informed of the tumult, and taking a body of soldiers he
marched down upon the rioters who, being awed by his presence, left off
beating St Paul, and the tribune took him out of their hands; but com-
manded him to be bound with two chains. Lysias suspected him to be
a certain Egyptian who haci been the author of a late sedition; but finding
himself mistaken, he gave the prisoner leave to speak to the people. St
Paul with great tranquillity gave them an account of his miraculous con-
version and of his commission to preach to the Gentiles. At the mention
of this last article the populace began to cry out with great rage, demanding
his death. Lysias, to learn from him the state of the affair, commanded
that he should be tied to a pillar in order to be scourged, Whilst the
executioner was binding his hands, the apostle asked the centurion that
stood by if a Roman could be whipped, and even unheard, without even
crime or trial. The centurion intimated this to Lysias who, hearing that
he was a Roman citizen, began to be afraid, and ordered him to be loosed,
saying himself had purchased that privilege for a large sum of money.
Lysias had led him into the castle Antonia; and the next day he sent to
the high priest and all the council to come and give him a meeting out
of the camp or district of the castle where the garrison was, that from them
he might inform himself what the matter was. When St Paul began to
speak, Ananias the high priest bade some of the standers-by to strike him
on the face. The apostle was ready in his heart to turn the other cheek,
but to encourage his followers exerted himself boldly in the cause of truth,
and checked so unjust a violence offered to one who was in the hands of
a Roman magistrate and had committed no offence. He therefore re-
proached him, and threatened that God would smite him, calling him a
whited wall, that is, a hypocrite. St Austin says these words were a
prophecy. This Ananias was soon after deposed from the high priesthood
by Agrippa the younger; and having hastened the ruin of his country by
forming a dangerous faction in it, was slain one of the first, together with
his brother, by another faction which was headed by his own son. Yet
the apostle, when he was put in mind who the person was, made his excuses
that he did not know him to be the high priest, or he would have spoken
to him with more respect; so much did he honour the very shadow of
priesthood which was then extinct. The resurrection of Christ being a
capital point of our faith, St Paul then cried out that he was impeached
for maintaining the resurrection of the dead. The Pharisees, being zealous
advocates for that article against the Sadducees, at these words declared
themselves for the apostle, and a warm contention arose among the Jews